General. Solvents were purified using standard procedures before use. Bisether 2 1 was prepared according to the literature procedure. Polyphosphoric acid was prepared by dissolving of 150 g P 2 O 5 in 75 ml 85-% H 3 PO 4 . All other materials were reagent grade chemicals used as received.
Silica gel 60 F 254 (Merck) plates were used for TLC. Silica gel 60 (0.063-0.100 mm, Merck) was used for column chromatography. The plates were inspected by UV light and, if required, developed in I 2 vapor. 1 H and 13 C NMR spectra were obtained on a Varian VXR-300 (300 MHz and 75.5 MHz, respectively) spectrometer. All chemical shifts are quoted in ppm on the scale with TMS or residual solvent as an internal standard. The coupling constants are expressed in Hz. The melting points were determined by the open capillary tube method and were uncorrected. Electron impact (EI) mass spectrometry was performed on an MKh-1321 mass spectrometer, direct inlet, 70
eV. Elemental analysis was carried out on a EuroVector EA3000 CHNS elemental analyzer.
Molecular clip 5.
A mixture of bisether 2 (1 g, 2.65 mmol) and veratrole (0.786 g 5.7 mmol)
in PPA (25 g) was stirred vigorously at 80-85º for 30 min. A deep purple color was formed in 5 min. To the cooled reaction mixture was added water (150 mL) and product was extracted with CHCl 3 (3×50 mL). The organic layer was washed with water until neutral (3-4×50 mL) and subjected to azeotropic drying. The solvent was removed at reduced pressure and the residue was dissolved in mixture CHCl 3 /MeOH (50:1, 100mL) and filtered through SiO 2 (~30 mL). The solvent was removed at reduced pressure and the crude product was heated on water bath with acetone (30 mL) for 10 min and cooled down. The resulting solid was filtered off, washed with acetone (3×5 mL) and then dried in vacuo to give 5 as white powder. Yield: 1.01 g, 62%. Mp: 297.5-299ºC. 
X-ray Crystallography:
X-ray diffraction studies were performed on an Xcalibur 3 diffractometer (MoK radiation) equipped with CrioJet low-temperature device.
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